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WErD ol juibas ages

Yot there 8 hope even for women who
chooge o submit 1o the whims of 3 Svengall
ilke Phil Spectar, who managed the caresrs
of many esrly pirl groups. Joan Jetl eveniu:
ally broke away from (he Runsways and
lorged & memorable career in the 80°'s and
iarly 00's that has made ber something of o
godmotiher o several waves of female musi-
1rark  and deallstic

dreams [One of Mo Jeit's biggest [ans i3
James, 13 1 beavily courted Los
Angees ginger-sangwriler on the cusp ol
SUCCEES

H A SATURDAY NIGHT IN
April inskie Loargo, the Wesat
Hollywond chlub renowned 6g 8
petr dish far next big things, the
atmosphere bafore ope of Ms
James's concerts is upbest and expectant
The small rooin i pached with gliad-landing
talent goouis

That Largo i the place to be 15 conlirmed
by the presence of the actor and director
Bea Stiller, the avatar of Holywood hip,
Also present 15 Rodney Hingenhsimer, a
disk jockey nf the Los Angeles Top 40 radio
station KROOD. Mr. Ringenheimer has been
front and center for seemungly every rock
hapgsening dnce hippies rampaged up Sun-
iel Boulevard in the great mosic riots of the
aye 60's. Mol recently he champoned the
ks af the rocker Anl DIFranco.

“SuEan James € among the best of the
new breed ol women musiciant who are
poing (o =t the mdusiry on bE ear”” Mr
Bingenheimer siays. "'l was the [irst ane (o
play Susan on the radio in Los Angeles
because | think she®s the new Anl DIFranceo,
ihet laresr tnlented woman who has told e
major labeis to take o hike bécause she
doesn't wanl fo be 8 fad: she wanis a
career.’”

Indeed. Ms. James, who rons her own
record label, Major Lebel Records, oul of
ner ane-roam aparfment in the San Farnan-
do Valley, ipnores the miusic-Susihess iypes

iivilrrw L

working the room belore her show, a one
nigh, engagement, (0 schamboEe with [riemads
whi hove oomme [0 s6¢ her periorm

During the show, Mt Inmes, 8 master of
the elecire guliar who studied opera nmid
musicology @l the Lingversity of Califormia
at Los Angebes, rips through material from
hier EFI.[IC..'IH.!.-' FII'II!'IHJ 1905 album ".‘:'t'l.'ﬁll'.il;ln,g
Fink Banana Seat™ and also periorms some
new funes. With blond locks flying, she
lurches beiween ihe erperimental vocal
styhings ol Sinead O°Connor and the Tenlky
showmanship of P. J, Harvey

Working o= a secrelary duning the day
pay the bills, she has ..]Ftl"'.jil:r opered fo
siech digparaie performers as the Graieful
Dead puitarisl Bokh Weir, the avani-garre

bassist Rob Wasserman and Lindsay B
ingham, lormerfy of Flesiwood Mac
snys she i3 happy o take her fime
remais the boss of her canser

“The same people who are S0 despara
sign me to & record label deal right now
‘Woman musician’ are the same ones wi
cul me ose in oo second I my lirst mil
for ihem didn't sell & million copies,”
sald after her show. "'1°d rather keep 52|
my reconds oud of the trunk of my car
keep developineg as 2n ariist so thal wh
do make my move nobody can tarn me
something tha dissppears when the i
Mavar-ol-the-mamdillh comes ubang

] don't wan! 10 be ouresd | wnenl 1o g
rocl - nad. ral )




