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Susan James
Fantastic Voyage: A Double Album
(o Latiar)

n o field of starrveyed, past-Lilith fomals

folkigs (and you know they're oul thans,

gathening m [fqike “F'm seasitive oo, dammit
camps across the country), il's getting harder to
sCytha the whas! from the chaf!, Wnich 18 Wiy
this latest anlry from crafty Californian Susan
[Ames COmES 8% Such a browwiping relief: i
doaan’l whing, it doesn't [angle, it doasa't mask
viague Naomi Waollisms in vitriolic hyperbole,
Instead, it slithers along on s muscled Golne
beliy, wia murky Jay Division/Echa and the
Bunnymen chords, confident straight-from-the
faart vacals, and metaphors plecked from
everyday exislence, not some snooty college
tExibooE, Livided into two less than oastoral
SEEmonls [ Lovesick —iha SONES: 'S“-"nl-'.l"
Badiellows —the instrumentals), Fantastic
voyage fesls as famifiar gl comforteble ns a
frveeymar-ald Lazy-Boy reclingr. Mo exra effort
recuired; o haar James (S 1o ke bor,

lames produced both discs Here. snd Bdmis
5h's coming from o siightly Smister sonic angle.
"My stull iz & weird combination of happy, upbeat
mRThms 8nd this wedrd underlyng melancholy,
she expiaing. Emploving an acoustle Martin and
an Alvoraz, as woll 85 8 handful of vanous
electrics, she relbes & great deal on altomats
lunngs (0 coftour her soand. “Thars are 5 faw
EONES On the record thet are standard tunings,
Bul | generally usé mesut thres or lour eompletaky
different ones. On ‘Manna’ and Bisod Of
Expaibance,’ | used D-GOG-AD, sa0t of & mutant
form of D-A-D-G-A-0, & popular one with folk
pErformars in the Beitish |iles.

“Thematicatly, Fanfasic Vovage SUMm3 up nry
hattersweet Iifo, because i's all about growing
i i i, Ehimse weldd) iean abol how things
are gonna bo. |ka ‘Gea, i |I'm o really good
musician, peaple aro gonnn rewarnd my efforisl’
Hut that's not necessanly the case n ihe real
world, so you have o mefy 8 kol on yiursall, your
oam beliefs about wiw you'e daing thia.” ndesd,
even when Jamas, sgainst the New Orderstyled

bachdrep of “The Hipod of

"1.‘_! Exparripnce,” slips into o comball

§  s@ntiment e This waiting °round
for you/fls as painful as giving
mwirth,” ahe bDafts @ 50 comAnoIngly

that she eslevates the material,
putting & nlce poatc topspin on
Pedasinan Ihoughts,

lames says she included the
instrumanial disc, avery oit as
Enm-Sounding as Ils companion,
because she feil thatl listenars
“wih enjoyed my vocal numbers
would enjoy my musical ones just
ns well, and vice-verse.” Bui that
portlen of Feotastic Voyage doos
drag in places, a8 on (he special
glfecisladoen *Magic Hour® and
the monotonows bombast of “Drone.” Her
specially remains the lovad-and-lost-and-row
"mg-:-nna-hl:l-rlm oaliad; the wonder fully earne
"Falling Walkr" suggtests Marty Robbing riding
slowly through outlew Territary with his
trembling Sis-ahooter drawn. “I'm not a
ictimy/And I'm nat o food.” lames murmurs,
with the faintest hint of threat, That's enough
right ihere 1o s8t ner apart from most of har
femme-folka pears. lamss (20 e to bill and
cos: Bhe'n hors Vo hoerd o
— Tam Lanham



