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SUSAN JAMES |
WITH JACK LOGAN AND BOB KIMBELL

Monday, Oct. 3; Launchpad (21 and over): Far be it from me 1o use the word “trend” in
the same sentence as the name of the seli-made, fiercely independent,
Joylul girl who staned Righteous Babe Records from a
loft in Buffalo, N.Y., eight or so years ago, only to take
full ownership of the entgmatic genre vaniously known
25 folk-punk, new folk, blah, blah_ blah. . Bus there
does seem (o be an enormous amount of lip service
and, sometimes, real atention paid 1o that old punk
rock ethic cajled DIY. It can certainly be said thas Ms
Not 50 Soft is partially responsible for curious renewed
interest in remaining in full anisue controd of one’s
destiny to the point that no amount of couming—be it
maney, cars, big-sounding deals with big-acting record
execs—can sway charscter. Look where i's gotten her, St James
50 while it may be tiring Lo read of another strong
{emale musician out there fighting tooth and nail to make it on her own
one hsten 1o Susan James is likely 1o wake your ass right up. One can
only suppose that comparisons—irom Sinead O"'Connor 1o Joni Mitchell
and beyond-—could be drawn lor days, Everyone has thetr inlluences.
| But James puts a unique spin on hers, drawang on world music at beast as
much as she does on Western folk and from a variety of individual musi-
cians that transcends pender, genre and instrument. All of this married to
a decidedly pop aesthetic. Sound weird? It is
| But her use of the weird and oll-kilter—acrobatic vocal stylings and an incredibic
range. siunt guitar and pointed lyrice—is precisely what makes James something special
amid a chumning sea of bandwagoneers. The proof chimes out loudly on her batest release,
the expansive, double CD Fantastic Vayage (Red Letter). So broad is James' scope on her
latesz tha listening 1o it bacomes like listening 1o several albums by several equally talented
artists. And when the songs are as consitently good as James’, more power 1o her! She's
I unpredictable, unexpected and exactly what you've been waiting for

{ —Michael Henningsen i
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